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Originality, consistency seen as critical success
factors for building strong Nigerian brands

ANTHONIA 0BOKOH

ise consistently, and
committing to strategies that
will increase visibility and
deepen market penetration,
says Anthony Osae-Brown,
editor of BusinessDay.

While delivering the key-

note address at the second
edition of the Made-In-
Nigeria Entrepreneurship
Conference (MINEC), held
in Lagos, Osae-Brown said
understanding and meet-
ing market needs, product
differentiation and consis-
tency were factors that drive
a brand.

“Donotname yourbrand
Guzzi in a bid to look like
Gucci. That is not making
you original. Even if you are
not sued, you have already
downgraded your brand to a
second hand brand forever”
the editor said.

I'he BusinessD
further said, “Also be

trong brands are built
on originality, keep-
ing the brand prom-

and honest with your brand
promise. If you promise todo
nothingbut qualityshoes that
will last a lifetime, be quick
o !'é‘plﬂ(_‘l" a customer’s shoe
that goes bad in six months.

“Another key to having a
strong brand is to be visible
In public relations, we say do
not blink in the dark or no
one will see you.

“Finally, be sure you are
offering value. If what you of-
feris notvaluable, peoplewill
soon find you out and aban-
don you. Value is the glue
that keeps your customers
coming back and spreading
the word about yourbrand”

MINEC, a forum that
seeks to promote the non-oil
sector, real sector, Made in
Nigeria brands, goods and
services, skillsets as well as
provide industry based ca-
pacity building for SMEs and
small industrialists, was well
attended by manufacturers
producing in Nigeria.

ReubenOnwubiko, MINEC
board chairman said the plat-
formisan inifiative of a consor-

tim of technical partners with
diverse technical skills in the
development, establishment
and management of small and
medium enterprises in Nigeria
and across Africa

“The ability of countries to
compete on global markets
depends on demonstrating
their compliance with qual-
ity requirements and trade
rules. Setting up a quality
infrastructure systemis there
fore one of the most practical
steps that developing na-
tions like Nigeria can take on
the path towards a thriving
economy,” Onwubiko said.

Exports of agricultural
products from Nigeria are
routinely rejected by Euro-
pean countries on the basis
that they are fail to meet qual-
ity standards.

Earlier this month, the
National Agency for Food
and Drug Administration
and Control (NAFDAC), said
the European Union (EU)
rejected 24 exported food
products from Nigeriain 2016
for failing to meet standards.

Fight depression with economic empowerment - widows told

lLv!iJ:TJ‘jS-' HUKWU, PORT HARCOURT

= have beer
short self-pity
sionbutto
fight back by building business
empires just like men
women and marmried ones wer:
aiso 1oid 10 shun dependency
syndrome and build business
structures that are scalable and
can grow.
This way, should a woman
lose her husband, she could

> children and realise the
ad before
cording to

, 4 W1 W,
entreprer nd founder of
Freshview, a non-governmen-
tal organisation focusing on
widows and women.

‘Ihe message was one ofthe
top mandates to widows and
allwomen on the International
Widows Day in Port Harcourr,
Rivers State by motivational
speakers and entrepreneurs.

Jurotoye, founder/CEQ
of the House of Tara, harped
on why women do not grow
”\L‘li’ l‘llS’HIFi\L’j‘ \LL_\ H'lg most
women feel that a man would
take care of bills such as chil-
dren’s needs, school fees, etc.
Fela-Durotoye said was
why men build bigger busi-
nesses. “Men have the mind
of catering for others. Women
should begin to see themselves
as those who can build lasting
businesses as if no one was

still stand strong and carter for The keynote speaker, Tara  there to cater for us”
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We have moved
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Mutual Benefits Assurance Plc.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 21st Annual General Meeting of Mutual Benefits
Assurance PLC will be held at Premier Hotel, Ibadan, Oyo State on Friday, 28" of July, 2017 at
12,00 noon totransact the following business:

ORDINARY BUSINESS

1. Tolaybefore the Members, the Audited Financial Statements of the Company for the year
ended 31st December 2016 togetherwith the Reports of Directors, Auditors and Audit
Committee thereon.

)

Toelect/re-elect Directors

(%]

To authorize the Directors to fix the remuneration of the Extemal Auditors

4. Toelectmembers of the Audit Commitiee

Amember of the company entitled to atter

1. Proxy

and vole at the Annual General is entitled

to appointa proxy to attend
company. A Prox

y Form

Executed proxy forms shauld be
Herbert Macaulay Way, Adekunle, Yaba, Lagos State, notless than 48 hours
the meeting.

2. Dividend Warrants
The Directors will notrecommend any

vidend for the year ended December 31, 2016

3. AuditCommittee
Inaccordance wiln Section 359(5) of the Companies and Alied Matters Act, Cap C20; Laws of
tha Federation of Nigeria, 2004, any shareholder may nominate another shareholderfor
election asamemberof the Audit Commitlee by giving notice in writing of such nomination to
the Company Secretaryat least21 days before the Annual General Meeling

4. Closure of Register of Members
Inaccordance with section 89 of CAMA, please note ihat the Register of Members and Transfer

Booksofthe Company will be closed from 17* of July, 2017 t0 21" of July, 2017 toenable the
Registrar update its records in preparation for the meeting.

5. E-Dividend

Pursuant to the directive of the Securities and Exchange Commission, notice is hereby givento
shareholders to provide account for the purpose of e-dividend fbonus. A form isinserted into this
Annual Report & Accounts 2018 for completion by all shareholders to furnish the particulars of
their accounts to the registrars (Meristem Registrars Limited, 213, Herbert Macau lay Way,
Adekunle, Yaba, Lagos State).

6. Rightof Shareholders to ask Questions

Shareholders have a right to ask questions notonly atthe meeting but also in writing prior to the
meeting and such questions must be submitted to the Company Secretary on or before the 26"
of July, 2017.

7. Biographical Details of Directors

Biographical details of Direclors standing election/re-election are contained in the Annual
Reports and Accounts, and also on the Company’s website www.mbaplc.com

8. Website

Acopy of this Notice and other information relating to the meeting canbe found at
www.mbaplc.com

By order of the Board.
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T-Anle] ~
Abdular, Taiwo & Co.
Company Secretaries

Subomi Adebero
ABDULAHI, TAIWO & CO

COMPANY SECRETARIES
FRC/2013/00000004756

Dated the 22* Day of June, 2017
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and protecting wealth




